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European Union Settlement Scheme -
EUSS

ÅLivesince29th of March2019

ÅApplication system, designed to provide EU
citizensand their families with a route to living
and working in the UK legally beyond 31
December2020

ÅAppliesto EUcitizenswho are in the UK before
άǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘŘŀǘŜέandtheir familymembers

ÅFreeof charge



EU Settlement Scheme

ÅAll EU citizens (incl. children, regardless their age) MUST apply, 
except
ï Irish citizens, 

ï people who have indefinite leave to remain under immigration rules (NOT the permanent 

residence certificate; do not have to, but it is advisable to apply). 

ï People with British passports 

Å Includes non-EU family members of EU citizens

Åwill have until 30 June 2021 (or December 2020 if no deal) to apply
Å

Å>5 years in the UK Ą settled status; 

Å<5 years in the UK Ą pre-settled status for 5 years. 

ÅChildren applications can be linked with parents



EU citizens in the UK before the specified date

ÅEU citizens  - Students, children, elderly, employed, 
not employed. 27 EU + Norway, Switzerland, Iceland 
and Liechtenstein

ÅIn the UK ςresiding, present in the UK

ÅSpecified date:

ïActual EU Exit day (if no deal)

ï31st December 2020 (if deal agreed)



Who does not need to apply?

ÅIrish citizens

ÅBC passport holders 

(dual EU/British citizenship)

ÅIndefinite leave to remain holders (Do not 
have to apply, but it is advisable to apply)



OK 
(do not have to apply, but its 

advisable to apply) 

X
(MUST apply)



Settled status (indefinite leave to 
remain)

EU citizens and their eligible family members
who havebeen

continuouslyresident in the UKfor five yearswill
beableto applyfor

άǎŜǘǘƭŜŘǎǘŀǘǳǎέto enable them to stay
indefinitely. (no expirationdate)



ά/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜέ

Being"continuouslyresident"meansnot having
left the UKfor more than sixmonthsat a time.

Someonewho hasbeenabsentfrom the UKfor
six months or more will break their continuous
residence.



Example
Mark is from Denmark. He came to the UK in July 2014 for his 
studies. He finished his degree in July 2017 and decides to 
take some time off for travelling.  He goes to Southeast Asia 
and travels around there for 8 months ςuntil March 2018. 
Then he comes back to the UK, finds a job, and has been 
living here since. 

In September 2019 he applies for settled status. However, he 
has 8 months gap in his residence (July 2017 ςMarch 2018). 
Therefore, his continuous residence, for the purpose of EUSS 
application, only started in March 2018. Mark is granted a 
pre-settled status instead.



Pre-Settled Status (limited leave 
to remain)

ÅLessthan 5 years of continuous residence

ÅContinuous residence ςno gaps > 6months

ÅHas expiration date ς5 years

ÅOnce 5 years of continuous residence reached 
ςneed to apply againfor settled status

ÅCan apply for settled status even if it happens 
after December 2020 (June 2021)



EUSS: the Application
Before you start 

Åa valid ID (if several ςbetter one that is valid for 
longer, OR BIOMETRIC)

ÅPhone number

ÅEmail address

ÅAndroid device(Android 6.0and up) or Iphone 
(Iphone 8 or newer)to scan document if the 
document is a biometric ID

ÅIf no biometric ID ςproceed straight to application, 
only will have to send ID to the Home Office



EUSS: the Application

ÅIdentity check ςpassport/ID 
card scan using an Android app 
( or iPhone, if 8 or newer) or by 
post

ÅResidence Check ςautomatic 
check of DWP and HMRC 
records based on NINO (7 years 
back)

ÅCriminal records declaration



Stages of the EUSS application:

1. Smartphoneapp (for verifyingthe applicant's

identity)

2. Online application form (for proving

residenceanddeclaringanycriminalconvictions)

No need to do everything in one go. You can save a draft application and come back to it. 



The smartphone app
Download the app from Google Play store or 
Iphone app store

















Contact details

ÅPhone number (your number, not necesarilythe
number of the phone you are using, if you are
borrowingsomeoneelseΩsphone)

ÅEmailaddress(makesure that you canaccessit ς
anemailto verify it will be sentto you)

ÅA singleusePINnumber for confirmationwill
besentto youby text





Scanning your ID









If your ID cannot be scanned by 
the app 

(not a biometric ID or cannot access the chip)

ÅFollowthe stepsof the phoneappςit will ask
to takepictureof the ID,enter yourdetails

ÅFollow the steps to proceed to the online
applicationform

ÅAt the end of the online form you will be
askedto postyou IDto the HomeOffice

ïUsually returned within 3 days of receiving it



If you cannot use the smartphone 
app at all -

go straight to the online application form



The Online application form
ÅFollow the link given on the app if you are 

going to use the same device, OR

ÅGoogle άEU Settlement schemeέand this will
come up:

If you have 
already scanned 
your ID via the 
app



In this stage you will need:

ÅYour passport or ID card number to access the 
form (the same ID you used on the app)

ÅThe phoneyou gave the number of in the app 
(or email)

ÅYour National Insurance Number

ÅYou mayneed additional documents to prove 
your residence in the UK (but you can save the draft 

application and come back with the evidence later)











Permanent residence card can be:

Åa certificate inside your blue Ψresidence
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩbooklet (or pink if ȅƻǳΩǊŜa Swiss
national)

Åa certificate insideyourpassport

Åa biometric residence card confirming permanent
residence(onlyif ȅƻǳΩǊŜnot an EU,EEAor Swisscitizen)

ÅYour document is not a permanent residence
document if it hasΨregistration ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΩwritten on
it.



/ƭƛŎƪ άbhέ

/ƭƛŎƪ ά¸9{έ



People with Indefinite Leave to remain DO NOT HAVE TO, but CAN apply for EUSS



OK 
(do not have to apply) 

X
(MUST apply)



Residence in the UK



Residence in the UK



Residence in the UK



Criminal Convictions
ÅAnswerhonestly

ÅLyingabout convictionis an offenceis in itself and
a reason to reject the application. While not all
convictions,if you tell about them, are sufficient
reasonsto reject

ÅThe HO will also check international criminal
records

Piotr is from Poland. Hecameto the UKin 2011. Backin 2008, in Poland,Piotr
wasinvolvedin a bar fight andreceiveda 9 monthssentence.
In September2019 Piotr is applying for settled status. His convictionof 9
months,that happened11 yearsago, is not a reasonfor the HomeOfficeto
refuse his application without consideration (although, they still
might).However,if heliesabout it, the applicationwill definitelyberefused.









What counts as crime in the UK?
You will have a criminal record if you:

ÅWere convicted of an offence at a magistrates court or 
crown court in England and Wales

ÅWere convicted of an offence in Scotland at Justice of the 
Peace court, Sheriff Court or the High Court

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦΥ 

Å¸ƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ όŀ ŎƛǾƛƭ 
matter ςlike debts or family court)

ÅHad a parking fine or fine from local council for breaking 
traffic rules ςpenalty notice charge

Å/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǳƳƳƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
the court









Automated residence check

ÅAutomatedscanof governmentrecords

ÅThe systemwill scanthese databasesto find
your National InsuranceNumber,and show a
preliminaryresulton screen.



Option 1



Option 2 Tick to submit 
the application 
for pre-settled 
status

Tick for settled 
status ςyou will be 
asked for 
additional evidence



Option 3



Draft application will be saved
and you will havetime to gather
relevantdocuments.



üNo need to
provideevidence
for all years
straight ς you
can choose any
6 months of a
year.

üMake sure there
are no gapsover
6 months



Uploading proof of residence

Tips:
üYou can only upload up to 10 documents, so it is handy to merge several

documentsinto one
üMax size per document: 6MB, so better scan documents, not photograph

them (scanstakelessspace)



Evidence of residence in the UK

ÅPreferred evidence 
of residence 

ÅAlternative evidence

ÅUnaccepted 
evidence

Single 
document 
covers a longer 
period

Single 
document 
covers a shorter 
period

Equally 
persuasive



Preferred evidence
Å an annual bank statement (Χ), showingpaymentsreceivedor spendingin

the UKin at leastsixmonthsof that 12monthperiod

Å a datedandsignedletter from an employer (Χ)

Å a P60 for a 12monthperiod

Å a P45confirmingthe durationof a periodof employment(Χ)

Å a dated and signed letter from an education organisation confirming
physicalattendanceat a courseandits duration(Χ),

Å a (Χ) letter from a registeredcarehomeconfirmingthe periodof residence
in the home

Å a dated, addressedinvoice from an accredited organisation for school,
collegeor university fees for educationrequiringphysicalattendancein the
UK(Χ)

Å a residential mortgage statement or tenancy agreement, and
accompanyingevidenceof the mortgageor rent beingpaid(Χ)

Å a dated,addressedcounciltax bill (Χ)



Alternative evidence
(mostly treated as evidence for 1 month or period covered by 

the document)
Å dated bank statement (other than an annual statement) showing spending in 

the UK 

Å a dated payslipfor a UK-ōŀǎŜŘ Ƨƻō όΧύ

Å a dated invoicefor work you havedone in the UK, and accompanyingevidence
of payment(Χ)

Å a dated, UK-addressed domestic utility bill ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ όΧύΣ 

Å a dated, UK-addressed domestic bill or contract for a telephone or for a TV or 
internet serviceŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ όΧύΣ

Å a dated letter from a UK GP or other healthcare professional confirming 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘόǎύ όΧύΣ 

Å a dated letter, or benefit claims made to, a UK public body or a UK charity 
confirmingǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ physical interaction ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ όΧύ

Å a passport stamp ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ōƻǊŘŜǊ όΧύ 

Å a used travel ticket ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƛƴōƻǳƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Y όΧύ



Not a suitable
document for
provingresidenceof
this period (the
wholeyear)

A suitabledocument
to cover this period
(onemonth)

Tax Credit 
Documents



Unacceptable evidence

Åcharacter references or testimonials from 
family and friends

Åphotographs of a wedding or other special 
occasion

Ågreetings cards or postcards sent or received



Top Tips

ÅYou can put in multiple pieces of evidence
coveringa particularperiod if you are unsure
aboutwhetheroneof them isacceptable.

ÅNo need to upload older evidencethan the
Home Office is asking for (unless you are
relying on the continuous5 year period that
ǿŀǎƴΩǘthe last5 yearsperiod)



Example

Ida is from Germany. Sheis 64 yearsold and hasbeen
living in the UK for 42 years. Ida doesn't have a
permanent residencedocumentor indefinite leave to
remain.

Ida has used to work for various private nursing
companiesin Kent. Shewritesto all of themaskingfor a
letter confirming her employment, but only one
responds. The company provides a letter confirming
that Ida workedthere between1999and 2006. That is
enoughevidencefor Idato begrantedsettledstatus.



If you did not use the EU Exit: ID 
Document Check app



If you did not use the EU Exit: ID 
Document Check app or your ID was 

not a biometric ID

If you want your ID document
returned in a more secure way ς
include a pre-paid track and trace
envelope.



Confirmation that your application has 
been received



Waiting for the decision

ÅTime frame: from a few days to a few weeks. 
If any questions: contact the EU Settlement 
Scheme Resolution Centre 

ÅTravelling while waiting for the outcome ς
allowed. 



The Decision

Application accepted 
(settled/pre-settled 

status granted

Request for more 
information

Application Refused

No physical ID issued

Need to apply again if 
pre-settled

Å Applications are 
unlikely to be 
refused

Å Caseworker from 
the Home Office 
will email you 
requesting more 
evidence of your 
residence in the 
UK

Can submit a new app 
10 days after receiving 

decision

Mostly due to a 
criminal offence

Can launch 
Administrative Review 
(within 28 days of 
receiving a refusal 
letter)

At the time of writing, 
the HO reports that no 
refusals have been 
issued so far



Application accepted





Familymembers

EU nationals Non-EU nationals

Canapply in their own right, unless,no
evidenceof residencein their name. Can
rely on the relationshipwith another EU
national who has already been granted
status

Needan EUsponsorςEUSSapplication
is basedon the relationshipwith an EU
nationalfamilymember

Dominicis from Lithuania. He has lived in the
UK since2010. In 2012 he met Tanya,who is
from Russia. Theyhavebeenhavinga distance
relationshipfor 3 yearsuntil 2015, when they
got marriedand Tanyamovedto the UK. Tanya
must apply for EUSS,but she will only be
granted pre-settled status, because she has
lived in the UKfor lessthan 5 years,regardless
of the fact that Dominic (her sponsor) has
settledstatus.

Viktoria is from Slovakia. Shecameto the UKin
2012 with her Slovakian husband Mirko.
However, Viktoria never worked or claimed
benefits. Shedoesnot havea bank account. Her
husbandMirko paysthe bills,sono bills haveher
nameon it. Viktoriahastwo optionsςapplyasa
family memberand connecther applicationwith
aƛǊƪƻΩǎOR(an easier one) ςapply in her own
right. Unfortunately, in any case she will need
providing any evidence of her residence (for
exampleςopena bank account,or havea letter
from CABthat she attended appointment) and
will onlybegrantedpre-settledstatus.



Family members

Will be able to join EU members 
in the future (exact 

circumstances depend on 
deal/no deal scenario), bus as 
long as the relationship existed 

before 31 December 2020

In the future will need to rely on 
more strict UK national 

Immigration Rules ςwill need a 
visa



Extended family members
ÅThe main point to be aware of when it comes to 

extended family members is that they need to 
already have a UK immigration document in order 
to apply for the settlement scheme

ÅAnyone who thinks they fit the bill as an extended 
family member but does not have such an 
immigration document should apply for one before 
applying for the Settlement Scheme. They will then 
be able to apply for pre-settled status



When do family members have to apply?
ÅAfter their EU citizen sponsor has applied (their 

applications will be connected using application 
numbers)

ÅNo later than Dec 2020 (no deal) or June 2021 (if 
there is a deal)

How do family members apply?

Å using the same smartphone app and online 
form

ÅConnecting applications with EU Sponsor (by 
quoting a reference number)

ÅUploading proof of family relationship (no 
English translation is necessary)



Applying for a child
WHY? 

EUSSapplicationshaveto be submitted for ALLEUcitizens, regardlessof their
age(unlessthey areIrishor haveBritishpassportsaswell)ςincludingchildren.

WHEN? 

Submit after parents applications have been submitted (ideally ςafter
ILR/SettledStatusdecisionwasgiven)

HOW?

Sameprocess:

Å Phone app (children under 10 will not be askedto scantheir face, but a
picturewill needto be taken)

Å Online application form (very similarprocess. Main differenceςconnecting
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎapplicationwith oneof theǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎapplication)
ï NoNINOquestionfor under16s

ï Nocriminalconvictionsquestionfor under18s

ï Childrenup to age21canlink appswith parentsapps

ï Fullbirth certificateto proverelationshipwill haveto be uploaded

ï Samestatusgrantedasthe parent



tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎapplication
number



What does it give you? 

In the UK > 5 years
In the UK < 5 years or no 

proof

Settled Status (Indefinite 
leave to remain)

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅΚ 
Absence of Immigration status under EUSS after Dec 2020 (or Jun 
2021 if there is a deal) will result in illegal residence in the UK and 

this will negatively impact rights to work, rent, use NHS, claim 
benefits, etc.  Potential deportation

Pre-settled Status 
(Limited leave to remain 

for 5 years)

Apply again




